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Brigadier M3 ﬂhnwﬂhur‘r. VSM (Retd)**

_I_his glassy booklet on econamic growth and national security has bean
sourced from five perspicacious papers presenifed at a joint seminar
organised by Centre for Security Analysis, Chennai and Uniled Service
Institution of Indla in Octaber 2007.

Over |last two millennimm wa have leamt to our cost the direct
co-relation belween economy and security. Both are complax issues
made more so in the current anvironment of volatility and the sheer size
of the canvas gver which the issues are requined 1o be deall wilh. Henoes,
the importance of this co-relation.

The first paper by Dr Arvind Virmani, formerly Chief Economic
Adviser, Ministry of Finance, doals with tha aconomic loundation of national
powear, He has analysed and evaluated issues such as power poltantial,
economic size of countries, purchasing power parity GDP, uni-polar to
quiadri - polar world economy and catch up growlh potantial with the help
of graphs and complex equations. He has highlighted the fact that the
absolute size of the economy alone does notl malter. Other faclors like
democratic accountability, nuclear weapons, non stalae actors and 1he will
o exercise power also count, The author graphically shows that by 2050
China's economy would be twice that of the USA and by 2035 Indian
econaimy would equal that of the UISA (just 27 yvears away!l) and = 15
years time the world would become econamically bi-polar. The authaor
advises India o develop good relations with certain democratic counlries,
and cautions against the significant risk of conflict betwesn the rising
power and the dominant one,

Lalit Mansingh, former Forgign Secretary and ambassador guoles
tha Puranas to highlipht India's ancient understanding of strateqgic allinnces
arnd tha hislorical lack of concept of economic partnership, dospile
extensive trading aclivities. For some 20 years post partition, Irndia shunned
any type of alliance or parnership and thus was bom "non alignment™
Then after 1998 a shift from Kdealizm 1o pragmatism took place, Japan,
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in 19594, Fle has beon Chief Instrucior ol the LIS for cight ya&rs,
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Korea and China prospered by importing capital. Belatedly, India has
followed suit with gratifying resulls. And ol greater consequence is india
forging partnerships aimed at energy security., The author doas nol
baligve that India and China can have a genuine strategic partnership and
decries the “String of Pearls” policy. The author is convincad thal India
could becoma a glabal power In about 20 years.

In his aricle Mohan Guruswamy brings the reader down to garth
cutting through the euphoria to highlight the grim econcomic realilies. He
haz illustrated his passimism with a large numbar of easy to follow tables
fgraphs,. His conclusions basscally arse fromn an India — China companson.
He has supported his findings with dala rom impeccable economic expents
and organisativns. The author has listed seven grm realilies and has
suggesiad thatl India learm from China while praserving democracy. While
listing the grim realities the author for some reason has nol menlionad the
all pervading corruption and the polilical log-jarm. The only plus appears
1o ba favourable demography.

An arlicle on Daefence Translormation by Lawrence Prabhakar covars
the emergence of new key technologies which permit the creation of new
kinds of military forees. The current type of warfare (precedad by thres
earier ganerations of warfare) which the author calls the Fourth Generation
Warfare is the anlithesis ol tha technology driven templates of operations.
It represents the resilience of political, social networkaed operations that
are ol prolracted duration {raad this as counter-insurgency warfara), He
has also examined how the end of Cold War and globalisation made a
huge impact on defence transformation. The globalised order has creatad
new security scenarios which are complex and have spawnad new types
o4 eWELIS,

The last paper by Colonel (now Brigadier) Amarjit Singh analysas
the relationship betwaesn military and economic power. It provides a
frameowork for understanding military capabilities in a national security
context. India’s new found strategic salience owes much to its economic
growlh and s polential. Indla's national security objectives hawve bean
described.  India’s possible strategic missions and range of military
operations arising therefrom are explained with clarity. The need for and
the mode of achleving a single front war has been discussed. Some
interesting terms such as Asian Century Strategy, Values Strateqgy, Growth
Strategy and Interests Strategy along with ‘'mapping capability to strategy’
hawve bagn covarad,

The papars ara analylical and have a lot of depth. The hyphenatad
treatment of economic growth and national sacurity gives a fresh
perspective to issuss of concam o the strategic community. The
publication is highly readable.



